
uprise ip tl?e j-leart of t!?e Cjreat Dismal ^u/amp.
From a Photograph by Dr. A. K. Fisher, Ornithological Bureau, United States Department of Agriculture.
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The Weird Tales of DancrerD

aijd Death ^Waiting
the Visitor ProVe

Baseless.
The words Dismal Swamp have a creepy

Bound. They make one think of quag¬
mires, miasma, snakes, and all things hor¬
rible. People who have only read about
this place, with Its mysterious smoke and
weird legends, are inclined to shudder even
when they do read of it. To the North¬
erner the very name Is a bugaboo to con¬

jure by, and every one remembers the
frightful stories that were told about it in
slavery days.
This idea proves to have been entirely

wrong, for one who has penetrated the
fastnesses of the swamp believes it is
a very decent sort of a place after all.
Ia fact, he would be entirely willing to
return to it, and looks upon the idea of a
residence there with feelings of pleasure.
Instead of being unhealthy it is rapidly
becoming a health resort, and people are

going there to free themselves from the
Ills to which Nature is heir.
Yi hoever named the great morass must

have seen it under much more trying con¬
ditions than was experienced bv the pres¬
ent writer on his first visit. As "stated, the
two words thus coupled in the name give
u weird and nncanny impression, especial
ly to those people who in their earlier
days read the highly-colored sensationai
¦ ;iios of fugitive slaves attempting to es¬
cape servitude, but invariably dying a lin¬
gering death from starvation, or from the
attacks of poisonous reptiles or savage
beasts In the dark recesses of this zreat
unknown. It Is very natural, therefore
that the writer was prejudiced'against the
region, and it was with some misgivings
that he started In the early part of the
past Summer on a preliminary natural his¬
tory exploration.

A XATUUALJST S PARADISE.
How often are we deceived by false im¬

pressions or unwarranted conclusions and
the very conditions which we dread often
turn out to be sources of great pleasure.
he present trip was no exception to this

rule. Scarcely had the border of the
highland been left behind before it be
came evident that a naturalist's paradise
lay before us, and not a miasmatic, death
hole. As we paddled along the quiet wa
ters of Jericho Ditch on our way to Lake
Drummond the majestic canopy of stately
cypress, sour gum and maple trees pro¬
tected us from the burning sun, and the
sweet-scented flowers of the magnolias
azaleas and wild grapes, and the wavy
cane added fragrance and beauty to the
occasion never to be forgotten.
The Dismal Swamp is situated in that

part of Virginia and North Carolina be¬
tween the mouth of the James lilver on
the north, Albemarle Sound on the south,
the Nansemond escarpment, or old sea
beach, on the west and the ocean on the
east. Originally It covered at least 2,000
square miles, but the various draining
ditches and encroachments of agriculture
have reduced it to about three-quarters Its
former area. It is the most northern of
the extensive cane swamps, and carries
with it many of the characteristic forms of
Southern fauna and flora. Like the other
swamp3 to the southward, its existence Is
principally due to the lack of drainage
from deficiency of slope as well as to the
retarding Influence of the luxuriant vege¬
tation.

The incline toward the ocean In many
places Is not over a foot, and rarely exceeds
twenty lnclies, which is too gradual a slope
for proper drainage. Underlying the whole
area is an ancient sea bed of hard white
sand, which crops out along the shores and
covers the bottom of Lake Drummond. To
almost every one It is a source of great
wonder to find the lake bottom composed of
firmly packed sand, surrounded as It Is by
deep alluvial deposits. The cutting of the
Dismal Swamp Ship Canal, which was one
of the most important hydraulic works of
the last century, did more to modify the
swamp than any other one caus^. The
canal, which was designed to be fifty feet
wide and twelve feet deep, connects the
waters of Chesapeake Bay with those of
Albemarle Sound, and affords an easy and
safe avenue for vessels passing between the
two estuaries without going to sea.

WET AND DRY SECTIONS.
The general direction of this large ditch

is north and south, and since its construc¬
tion the land to the east has been much
dryer, while on the west side It has been
correspondingly wet. As the drainage is

the west, the canal prevents the
water going to the east, while the dyke-llka
embankment (formed by the material from
the construction of the canal), retards it
from flowing Into the waterway from the
n'"st Side. The Jericho and Washington
Pitches are next In Importance, having at
high water an average width of eight feet
and a depth of five feet. Although they
enter Lake Drummond at the same place
their direction toward high land Is nearly
at right angles to each other.
The i\ ashington Ditch, named for Its Il¬

lustrious designer, commences five miles
south of Suffolk, Va., a famous peanut coun-
fry. and extends In an easterly direction for
> x miles, to Lake Drummond. . The Jeri¬
cho Ditch, about ten miles in length, ex¬
tends from a mile east of the above-named
city to the lake. A peculiarity about this
dltcl^ Is that from nearly midway between
tiie Nansemond Blver and Lake Drummond

^F«En^»'S",H'sflB
mmmmfi making progress with great difh-

cuuja vast HARVEST OF timber.
The valuable timber which covered this

vast area attracted attention a century or
more ago, and was to a great extent in¬

strumental in causing the various ditches
to be dug so that it might be taken out and
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HOME OF THE MONSTER BASS
The black bass sometimes reach the size

of ten pounds, and in certain weather af¬
ford rare sport to the skilled angler. Amongfhe D«n fish are two kinds of pickerel-tne'.lick" and "pike".yellow perch, which
from Its black bars ,*a* ^eived the name
of "raccoon perch; calico pass, cat.isu.
r>ig ami several kinds of sunhsh design .,.-i

ed locally .as "fliers," "miudyoes," "yellow
bellys" and "gappers." It is seldom that a

patient fisherman is not rewarded by a good
mess of fish, and usually, if the weather is
not windy, the fishing parties catch all that
is required for food.
There is a rude building known as "Hotel

Drummond" situated on the lake shore, at
the entrance of Jericho Ditch, where fisher¬
men and others may stay during their so¬
journ at the lake. It is placed on pjl' s,
i-,ud although crude, makes a comfortable
place to camp in.
When it becomes known that you intend

to visit the swamp, you are invariably
asked if -yon are not afraid of the snakes,
for it is a fact that during the warmer
months snakes fairly swarm along the bor¬
der of the canal and lake shores. By the in¬
habitants they are supposed to be very
poisonous, but after carefully examining
several hundred specimens we were unable
to find one belonging to a venomous species.
It is possible that the true water moccasin
or Southern "cotton mouth," may occur
rarely in the dense cypress swamps, as
some of the shingle cutters were able to de¬
scribe it pretty accurately.

The habit snakes have of crawling up in
the bushes along the shore to sun them¬
selves, and falling into the water at the ap¬
proach of the boat, makes them very con¬
spicuous, and adds greatly to the discom¬
fort of the unfortunate persons who fear
tliem. tt is doubtful whether the inhabi¬
tants placed much dependence on my asser¬
tion that the snakes were harmless, for
even my trusty colored man repeatedly
shuddered when he saw me handle live
snakes. Although these reptiles are very
numerous as Individuals, only a few kind's
are at all common. The larger species are
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What the Margin Between the Smaller and Larger Goin Means

to Rich Stockholders and Workaday Passengers.
The three-cent fare must come! It is as inevitable as was the one-cent newspaper. The elevated roads and the cable

cars and the horse cars and the trolleys will all have to be content with a fair profit, and people who work for small
salaries wiil bo less pinched than they are now. Id the men and women and children who go downtown from Harlem every
morning and return to Harlem every evening.on a week day to their work and on a Sunday to see their friends.the

difference will be twenty-eight cents a week. To the many who live in
parts of Greater New York where ^u,«hnmmiir,|,'/ii "timm,,, they are obliged to pay two fares
each way, the difference is fifty-six ^
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margin of difference between them Is not a very broad one, but It is large enough, as the cartoon shows, to make room for
a good many absurd luxuries on which our "traction millionaires" waste money for which they have no rational use.

When the three-cent fare comes' it may involve, the giving un of a steam yacht or the surrender of a box at the opera.
But these are losses which will leave the losers with more than they need, and, on the other side of the account, the less
fortunately situated among us will get a little mo' comfort and pleasure to help them through the long, grinding year's
work. After all, it is the little bit more or the little bit less that does most to make work-a-day people cheerful or sad.

T\ hen the necessaries of life are provided and the possible loss of the bread winner has been insured against there comes,
if a little more can be earned or a little less be spent, the possibility of looking for a little enjoyment. Men and women are
not machines into whose mouths food can be dropped with the certainty that a fixed amount of work will be received in ex¬
change for it. They need to be kind/to themselves, In order that they may do the most effective work that is in them. And
if the week's work will be the better done if it is relieved by an evening's amusement, it is equally true that every trifling
discomfort and every moment of friction occasioned by the stern duty of saving the smallest penny diminishes by a little the
worker's ability to do good work.

the racer, or black snake; the king snake
and the water snakes, incorrect^ cane
¦'water moccasins » and the smaller aie the
garter and little brown snakes. t rogs a
abundant, and their varied croA"^ »e
heard throughout the h°tu;s of the nl^ti .

NOT POPULAR WITH THE BIRDS.
The ornithologist who visits the Dismal

Swamp in Summer will be disapwuiitt.1
the comparatively few birds breeuing there-
About fortv-flve binds were found In June,
and of these not over ten species were nn-
common enough to be at a!lr[^,tl 'i;. lt;The handsome prothonota^ warWei. ii
t>hnuai,e of orange and white, enlivens tue
cane everywhere, and its sweet song U
heard throughout the day, as cheery when
pomin" from the dark and sombre wastes
beyond as from the bright =;n<i «unny open-
in"v Scarcely does the naturalibt pnsn nis
way into the canebrake before a metallic
rhirn is heard, and almost immediately a
vpilow-breasted bird with black head mark-
in"'-; anuears flitting about with half-spreadtafl This is the Sooded warbler, another
common inhabitant ofthe .p-
r>> re Swainson's warbler, heretofore no i
known so far North, was seen on several

OCDiurnal birds of prey are not very com-
hut- owls arc at)1111dalit, and 1 lic.ix

weird and varied calls are among thei com¬
mon sounds that break the stillness of tlu.
nitrht and the quiet slumbers of the .it 1
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Beautiful.
he beauty of the debutantes of JS'eTf

^ ork society has become almost proverbial
so well is the fact known to all men.

Possibly the ladies are equally well aware
of this, but that doesn't make so much dif¬
ference, viewed from a social standpoint,
for to please the eye of the sterner sex is
the debutante's ambition.
During the last two seasons the number

of comings out has been verv large, last
season taking the palm in respect to num¬

ber, when the new social stars aggregated
fully 150. All have stood the test of the
Patriarch's ball. Some have extended for
life the engagements blus'hingly entered
into on that occasion. Others are still
fancy free.
The types of beauty represented in thla

airay of young womanhood are as various
as tho charms portrayed. The bright wln-
someness of the American girl was never

moie thoroughly in evidence. Portraits
that are given herewith demonstrate this
fact beyond cavil.
One of the most charming young wonen,

a debutante of last season, is Miss Htlea
Edwards, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Al¬
bert L. Edwards, of No. 12 West Thi-ty-
third street. She is a remarkably pr»tty
girl of the medium blonde type, with a lace
of unusual animation and intelligence. It
might be said that her beauty Is of the
Dresden variety. What makes Miss Sd-
wards particularly interesting just at pres¬
ent is the fact that before tue year is »ut
she is to become Mrs. Archie" Maekay.
Mackay is a sou of l)r. Bernard Mackiy.
He is tall and dark and a very good fell«w.
'I here is a slight romance connected with
tins engagement, as it is said that Mss
Edwards met her fiance at the first >all
she attended after coming out.the Dda-
fleld ball, danced at Dehnonico's a 11 tie
over a year ago. Those who know saj it
was a cas« of love at first sight.
A contemporary of Miss Edwards aid

one who is a general favorite in society is
Miss Emily Vauderbiit Sloane, the secind
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Doughs
Sloane, who occupy one of those sup'i'b
Vanderbilt mansions oil Fifth avenue, mar

Fity-second street. As Mrs. Sloane was a

.Miss Vanderbilt, a dduirhter of the ate
William H. and a sister of Cornelius ind
Willie K. it Is, of course, seen that Xiss
Emily is to be regarded in tho light ol an
heiress, her mother having inherited JIO,-
00o,i)00' fruln hiij; father. In presonal ap¬
pearance Miss Sloane 'greatIv resen/tles
her handsome mother. She Is slendei in
form and graceful In movement. Sin la
not extremely tall, but medium in height,
and has pleasant, winning manners.
A younger sister. Miss Leila Sloane, svlio

is to make her debut next Winter, Is also
a handsome girl. Although Miss Sloare is
fond ot society, (vlth its never ceraing
round of balls, dinners and dances, stll in
her nature runs a strong undercurrent of
religious feeling, and those of her frbnds
who know her intimately are awAre that
she is an enthusiastic worker of chariable
deeds and accomplishes any amouit of

good, .\tiss Sloane is still in her tens,
niie made lier debut about a year t\io at
a beautiful ball given by her mothe-. on
which occasion the mansions of Mrs
.Moane, Mrs. Vanderbilt and Mrs. S'hipard
were thrown Into one.
Four of the debutantes of the pn?sent

Winter are Miss Louise Falconer, Miss
I{i£'nson, Miss Coffin and Miss

L»iadley, Miss Louise falconer, a etiarm-
ing and pretty girl, Is the datighUr of
*Ir- a.* Mrs. William II. Falcofiei, of
iso. <s Last Sixty-second street. Mrs. Fal¬
coner was a Miss McLean. The ycung
debutante is a blonde and a favorite anong
the younger set of society. She is a b-au-
iru dancer, charming in conversa ion.

but her greatest attraction is the fact hat"
she Is apparently unconscious of her
beauty.

r

Miss Maude Robinson most certainlv can

+iociU!?^frr all!ong the sweetest and* pret¬
tiest debutantes of the season. It Is re-

i1? her engagement will soon he
announced to Mr. William II. Gorton
whose uncle, the late William .T. Gorton!

oni
nmoiig the most culttreti

and wealthiest citizens of Cleveland. Miss
Robinson Is the second daughter of the ate
Beverly Robinson. the stock broker aid
clubman. Her mother, who is st;ill livlncr
Wnfi a

t
of Staten Island.

d il AT°fflllT iR Vle e»«est dauglter
of Mr. and Mre. Joseph Coffin. She if a

remarkably handsome girl of the brun-tte
type of beauty, very fond of outdoor s~»rts
and quite an expert croquet and
player. Miss ( offin is to marry Mr 1 ,i-

Sffe'ae'rn IlensseIaer' a son of Dr. Van Raia-
Miss .Tnlie Fay Bradley Is undoubtedly

one of the prettiest young debutantes of
the season. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edson Bradley. Miss Bradley
can be numbered among the heiresses of
this city. She is moderately tall and her
beauty is of the brunette type. Her com¬

plexion cannot be rivalled,* her teeth ilka
pearls and her eves dreamy and deep.
M ss Alice Sands, second daughter of Jfrg.

Philip J. Sands, of No. 20 East ThPtv-
third street, although fond of societv Is
really more fond of outdoor snorts such
as tennis, sailing and golf. She is ilso
one of the most graceful skaters in TTew
York and is often seen at the Ice Palace
and St. Nicholas rinks. Miss Sands is
fair and tall and never lacks for admirers
or partners when in a ballroom. Her
younger sister is M/ss Edith Sands, a
debutante, who is very dark and handsome
with the most becoming brilliant colo*.
At tli" first Patriarch ball last' Winter

there was made the debut of a vmng
woman who shortly after, her entrance into
rbe ballroom was the cynosure of all
eyes. She was tall and dark, of a srelte
figure and distinguished carriage She was

gowned to perfection and it could be seen
at a glance that she was "to the mcnnei
born." This young woman was Miss Mtrlon
McKeever. From that night to this day
she has been a great belle and is regarded
as one of the handsomest women who have*
ever made their appearance in a New York
ball room. Mlsg McKeever is a daughter of
( hauncey McKeever, the well-known club¬
man. Her brother, Chauneey, Jr., married
test winter a daughter of Dr. Draper.

' he three remaining young women vlrose
Portraits are here pictured are Miss Jiarie
Vyse, Miss Levanle Len'tilhon and Miss
Mary Howiand Pell. Miss Vyse Is a Honde
and Miss Lentllhon and Miss Pell art bru¬
nettes. Miss LenMl'hon was to have made
her dobut this Winter, but owing t» the
death of her father, the late Joseph lentll-
hon. who died a few months ago, h»r de¬
but was postponed until next Winter
Miss Ma He Vyse. who is one of a num¬

erous family of daughters, is the h?anty
of the family. Miss Vyse's mother, who
was a Miss Power, is a cousin of Mrs. Gus
L;> Montague.
One of 'the most general favoritps in

society is Miss Mary Howiand Pel of
the verv blue-blooded Pell family of this
city. She is much larger than any of the
other vonng ladles referred to. aiid mnile
iher debut last Wirier at a reception given
her by her auut. Mary I). Pell Her
mother, Mrs. John Howiand Pel*. wr$ Miss
Hyatt. Like Miss Sands, Miss Pell h verv
fond of out-door snorts and is also Quite
a skpllful roller-skater and Badnlnton
player.


